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The purpose of my project is introduce this new component to the CDF Freedom Schools Program at Davidson College that 
provides a continuing of resources offered during the summer to the families of low-socioeconomic status. I look to encourage 
the program to provide financial tips and advice to parents in order to aid them in their investments of their child’s future. The 
project began when I reflected on conversations with Freedom Schools scholars, while volunteering as a student assistant at 
Davidson Elementary. I pondered how Freedom Schools scholars and interns develop a strong connection over the summer, but 
it’s lost over time despite living in neighboring or the same city. I ventured to wonder how can interns continue to motivate 
scholars to make a difference in their world by being educated about community needs and learning how to take action. I look 
to encourage the program to provide continual weekly support under-resourced families by empowering students with the 
ability to make an impact in the community and provide financial education to parents in order to aid their financial situations
and investments in their children.
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Opportunities and Needs
Through conversations with the Freedom Schools 
program director at Davidson College, the following 
opportunities were identified:

• Under-resourced families of Freedom Schools scholars 
don’t have the opportunities to learn how to save 
money for their children’s future schooling. The 
program director wants to provide a program that can 
help educate them how to save for their scholar’s 
academic future. 

• The program director is also looking to create a 
financial program to provide financial tips and advice to 
families of low socioeconomic status. This would 
hopefully improve their financial situation by teaching 
them how to have better financial management and 
behavior. 

• Over the summer, Freedom Schools scholars develop 
a strong repertoire with Davidson College interns, but 
this connection disappears after the summer as most 
don’t volunteer at Ada Jenkins or the scholars go to 
different schools. The creating program to solidify a 
year-long connection with the scholars. This would also 
lead scholars  to begin establishing a social network.

• Educators don’t usually stress the need to make a 
change in the community to students due the high 
priority of testing. Freedom Schools could continue to 
inspire scholars positively act in their community.

Applicable Course Concepts
• Bellah (1999), in “Habits of the Heart,” describes 

how in the community works to either bridge or 
divide the private and public sectors found within 
the society. The connections between the interns 
and scholars would bridge together the private and 
public sectors of this community as they would get 
to know each other personally as part of their lives 
would converge in working to help one another.

• Wildman (1996) pointed out in her article how we 
cannot get rid of privilege, but we can address it 
and take action to create privileges for minorities 
and help empower them. The weekly Freedom 
School program would provide families of low-
economic status with the educational privileges 
and resources that middle-class and upper class 
families normally have for their youth. 

• Bobo, Kendall, and Max (2010) suggested sixteen 
ways we could go about organizing for social 
change that will result in a real improvement in 
people’s lives, give people a sense of their own 
power, alter relations of power, be worthwhile, and 
be felt. The weekly program would empower 
under-resourced youth to overcome their 
economic barrier of not having the resources to 
overcome summer learning loss and will stop the 
growth of the achievement gap.

Freedom Schools Best Practices
• Like, Project LIFT in Charlotte, the Freedom 

Schools program will serve under-resourced 
students by providing access to technology and 
teaching them how to be connected to it.

• Working with Freedom Schools Partners, the 
Freedom Schools program should work with the 
schools of Charlotte Mecklenburg School System to 
help provide additional assistance to students of 
low socioeconomic status. Freedom Schools would 
look to equip these students with the needed 
abilities to excel in school in order to ensure the 
success of students in their schools.

• The Freedom Schools program should work with 
Ada Jenkins in finding the best way to teach 
financial strategies to under-resourced families as 
Ada has experience improving financial behavior. 
Freedom Schools should consult with Ada how to 
minimize summer learning loss during the school 
year as Ada also specializes in aiding children who 
normally have high summer learning loss.

• Peck (1987) explained how a barrier to the 
community is workers coming in and taking up too 
much space. The weekly program may take up too 
much time of the scholars and parents’ lives that it 
is overwhelming, so the program should be limited 
to meeting once or twice a week.
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After a summer of academic inactivity, kids tend to come back to school with lower academic levels than 
where they ended the previous spring. From summer vacation, children are found to have a equivalent of one month 
of overall summer learning loss (Oxford Learning 2017) It is a challenge for these kids to get back into an academic 
routine because they weren’t mentally or physically challenged enough to maintain their prior level of achievement. 
The summer learning loss can affect the achievement gap as it can take up to 2 months from the first day of school 
for a student brain development to get back on track (Oxford Learning 2017). 66 percent of the academic 
achievement gap between disadvantaged students and their higher-income peers in 8th grade can be traced to 
unequal access to summer learning opportunities (National Summer Learning Association 2016).

The achievement gap and summer learning loss is even more significant when looking at kids who come 
from different economic backgrounds. We can find that here in the state of North Carolina as it is home to the 
fastest growing achievement gap in the nation that expanded 20 percent between 2011 and 2014 (Education 
Equality Index 2016). This can be attributed to the fact that under-resourced students can’t make up their summer 
learning loss as they don’t have the same access to resources to recover as other students. Researchers have 
concluded that two-thirds of the 9th grade reading achievement gap can be explained by unequal access to summer 
learning opportunities during elementary school which is found to be a huge determinant of whether students follow 
a college-preparatory track (Alexander, Entwisle, and Olson (2007). An analysis illustrated that summer learning 
loss is cumulative and these periods of differential learning rates between under-resourced and resourced students 
contribute substantially to the achievement gap (McCombs, Augustine, Schwartz, Bodilly, McInnis, Lichter, and 
Cross 2011).

• In order for Freedom Schools to extend their impact on the scholars and their parents, I recommend a 
weekly program that provides financial education to the parents involving money management and 
learning how to invest in their kids future. I’m hoping this program will also continue to motivate 
scholars to make a difference in the world by taking action in their community.

• Freedom Schools will continue to be funded by Davidson College and local non-profit organizations, 
but led by the Program Director and Davidson students who are former Freedom Schools interns or 
student volunteers.

• The facilitator for parental discussions will be the Program Director, while Davidson students will aid in 
facilitating the discussion. The remaining students will be in charge of leading scholars in activities that 
educate them about their community. They will look to also teach the scholars how to take action in 
their community. The Center for Civic Engagement and Program Director will head over the recruitment 
of student volunteers with the benefit of wanting to have experience teaching and inspiring youth that 
could lead to inspiration to apply for summer locations like Freedom Schools and Education Scholars. 

• Initially, the topic of discussion for each week will be determined by the Program Director, but they 
should inquire the interests of students and parents to learn what they want to learn or talk about. 
Then, the director and volunteers can take that in consideration when deciding the topic of discussion 
and developing lesson.

• I am hoping this new component will provide a continuing of resources to families of low-socioeconomic 
status to provide financial education to parents in order make their children’s future bright.
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