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The purpose of my project was to evaluate the role that Davidson College’s social fraternities play in shaping problematic student 
drinking habits on campus and understand how various college authorities perceive and address the issue. While sporadic 
observations of risky drinking and sexual misconduct in fraternity settings certainly peaked my interest in this issue, what truly 
inspired me to pursue further investigation was the callous manner in which students speak of problematic drinking behaviors. 
Furthermore, while an array of student organizations dictate the overall drinking habits, it seems as though social fraternities play the 
largest role in facilitating and perpetuating the habits developed by their own members and the student body at large. Through 
national research on Greek life, conversations with community members (students and faculty), meetings with various campus 
departments, and engagement with course concepts, I have come to the conclusion that alcohol misconduct could be addressed 
through collaborative policy changes and incentives that disrupt the current social scene, shifting it away from alcohol centric 
socialization.  

Background 
 Various studies suggest that social “fraternity and sorority members drink more frequently 

and more heavily than their non-member peers” (DeSimone 1). Even more rigorous testing 
however, controlling for self-selection biases, suggests that joining a Greek organization increases 
the likelihood of binge drinking by anywhere from 10 to 30 percentage points (15-16). The same 
study estimates that the effects on binge drinking propensity are double for men as for women (20), 
making the issue all the more relevant for Davidson, a college with social fraternities but no social 
sororities. Perhaps more notably though, another study generated significant results that suggested 
students are roughly 8% more likely to binge drink if they are on a campus with a fraternity or 
sorority (Chaloupka and Wechsler 31). This demonstrates the effect that fraternities have on the 
drinking habits of the student body at large. 

 Results from Davidson’s 2015 Core Survey found that over 55% of students had five+ drinks 
in one sitting at least once in the past two weeks (Core Survey). This rate nearly matches the 58% 
of students across the nation who report drinking five+ drinks in the past month (National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism). Davidson’s study also found that 22% of students had five+ 
drinks in one sitting at least three times in the past two weeks, a rate indicating heavy drinking that 
is also comparable to the national average for college students (Core Survey 4). 

 Further, roughly 85% of students reported that drinking is a central part of campus social life 
with 98% reporting so specifically in fraternities and 88% reporting that the social atmosphere 
promotes alcohol use. Lastly, over 60% of students expressed the belief that alcohol facilitates 
sexual opportunities (35-36), a noteworthy statistic considering that expert faculty claim that the 
reported sexual assaults almost exclusively occur when one or both parties have been drinking.  
  
    

Existing Policies 

•  Underage Drinking Enforcement: While some underage 
drinking is inevitable, Davidson enforces policy where 
students are expectedly underage (residence halls) with an 
emphasis in the early fall, a high risk time for first-years. 

•  Medical Amnesty: Starting next year, underage students will 
be exempt from disciplinary action should they actively seek 
help when dangerously drunk. 

•  Promoting Accountability: Martin Court policy emphasizes 
apartments as living spaces, giving of-age residents agency 
in controlling their own parties and taking care of their space. 

•  Risk Management: Patterson Court requires Risk Managers 
at registered parties—including bartenders and Campus 
Police. 

•  Peer Run Education: Organizations must achieve more than 
50% attendance for an annual hour long conversation on 
alcohol between student health advisors and members. 

Applicable Course Concepts 
•  M. Scott Peck: Peck notes that true community cannot be 

formed without inclusivity, commitment, and consensus. 
Peck’s work is critical in identifying that fraternity drinking 
habits apply to a broader set of stakeholders and that 
diverse perspectives should be taken into account when 
defining and addressing the issue. 

•  Kim Bobo: Bobo offers a reminder that while it may extend 
beyond fraternities, the issue must be cut properly in order 
to garner buy-in from everybody, including fraternity 
members who may be averse to criticism or change. Bobo’s 
piece compliments Peck’s requisite of consensus by 
suggesting that sustainable change will come through 
mutual commitment to change rather than discipline. 

•  Scott London: London frames the issue as a public 
problem, thus highlighting the importance of inviting high 
participation and challenging perspectives in negotiating a 
complex system with diverging goals from different actors. 

•  Renya Reed Wasson: Wasson outlines the benefits and 
drawbacks to various types of prize philanthropy, a tool that 
could be strategically implemented in an effort to incentivize 
innovative social events. 

Proven Interventions 

•  Student-Led Coalition: While many different organizations work to address this 
issue already, a student taskforce could continually work alongside the campus 
partners to help facilitate the various efforts so that efforts build on top of one another 
rather than beside one another. Diversity of thought, background, and department 
should be emphasized in the coalition and its actions. 

•  Direct Party Geography: The coalition should focus on nudging down the hill 
social events away from Martin Court and into Patterson Court, where parties can 
be Risk Managed and alcohol can be tightly regulated. 

 

•  Social Norm Campaigns: The coalition should collaborate with Health Services 
to continue educational campaigns that clarify alcohol misperceptions—both its 
pharmacological effects and general student body consumption habits 

•  Innovation Grant: The coalition should push to acquire funding that would reward 
a PCC organization(s) that hosted an innovative social event for the entire 
campus. Recognition, incentive, and resource prizes all have respective merits 
and should be evaluated by the coalition. 

Special thanks to Erica Urban, Jason Shaffer, Stacey Riemer, 
Georgia Ringle, and all other faculty, students, and 
organizations involved in contributing ideas and furthering my 
knowledge on this issue!

See the back of the poster for references.

Binge Drinking: 5+ standard 
drinks in 1 sitting per month 
 
Heavy Drinking: binge 
drinking on 5+ days per month 

 
 
 
•  Classroom-Based Expectancy Challenge: This method 

“presents the pharmacological effects of alcohol and 
challenges beliefs regarding positive and arousing effects of 
alcohol” (Fried 20).  

•  Social Norms: This method “clarifies misperceptions as to 
the volume of alcohol consumption” (Center for Prevention 
Research and Development 8). 

•  Responsible Service Policies: Davidson can further its 
Risk Management program by encouraging more social 
events that allow and require responsible servers, a tactic 
effective at reducing risky drinking (National Task Force). 
Deterrence Model: The deterrence model puts pressure on 
individuals to discourage rowdy behavior through 
restrictions on occupancy and noise. (Saltz et. al) This is 
quite effectively used in Martin Court.  

•  Campus/Community Coalition: While Davidson is likely 
less integrated with the community than larger schools, a 
campus coalition would still bring together the respective 
stakeholders needed to make systemic change (National 
Task Force). 
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64% of Davidson 
men consumed 
0-4 drinks on 

Friday or Saturday 
night. 

73% of Davidson 
women consumed 

0-2 drinks on 
Friday or Saturday 

night. 


