Community-Based Performance and the School to
: Prison
Pipeline
What is Community-Based
Performance:
Performances created to give voice to the experiences
and stories of a specific community, to validate their lives
and worlds, and to advocate for social justice.
Community-based performance artists are committed to
making performances with the communities they serve.
These artists work with an array of communities who
define themselves by geographical location, social
identity, faith, shared concerns, common interests,
profession, education, etc.

Hidden Voices,
a community-based
performance organization:
Based out of Cedar Grove, NC
They collaborate “with underrepresented communities to
create award-winning works that combine narrative,
mapping, performance, music, digital media, animation,
and interactive exhibits to engage audiences and
participants in explorations of difficult issues” (hiddenvoices.org)

Incarceration rates throughout the world’s major countries, with the U.S. having the highest rates of
incarceration by an incredibly large margin
https://www.ted.com/talk alice_goffman_college_or_prison_two_destines_one_blatant_injustice/
transcript/language=en

What is the School to Prison
Pipeline?
“The United States school-to-prison pipeline is a
metaphor used to describe the increasing patterns of
contact students have with the juvenile and adult
criminal justice systems as a result of the recent
practices implemented by educational institutions, and
zero tolerance policies and the use of police in
schools.” (Heitzeg)
African American and Latino students are
disproportionately funneled into the school to prison
pipeline in comparison to their white counterparts due
to the effects of systemic racism and discriminatory
school and criminal justice policies.

The interactive exhibit portion of Hidden Voices’ None of the Above: Dismantling the School to Prison Pipeline performance.
http://hiddenvoices.org/pod/project/12

Hidden Voices
None of the Above:
Dismantling the School to Prison Pipeline
This “community-based project investigates the school to prison
pipeline from the multiple viewpoints of those caught in its pathway:
students, teachers, administrators, school police officers, attorneys,
juvenile justice officials, inmates, and others.”
Specifically, this project seeks to address why “the suspension rate in
North Carolina is 56% higher than the national average”.
The project poses questions such as:
Ø “What role do public schools play in addressing and redressing
social inequities?”
Ø “How do we support not only master teachers but master
learners?” (hiddenvoices.org)
Ø The project aims to expose this social justice issue through on
stage works, a touring interactive exhibit, and multimedia material.

Graphic with statistics showing the ways in which the school to prison pipeline disproportionately affects students of
color. http://www.suspensionstories.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/STPPgraphic.jpg

Hidden Voices
Monologues
Ø Hidden Voices collected stories from a diverse range of
people affected by the school to prison pipeline and turned
them into monologues
Ø These monologues are one part of their performance which
is meant to introduce audiences to the conversation
surrounding the school to prison pipeline
Ø Come to the Spencer-Weinstein Center for Community
and Justice (Multicultural House) from 5-6 p.m. tonight,
Thursday May 4th, to view our performance of these
monologues and participate in a subsequent
discussion
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